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This presentation will update research on the distribution and diversity of crickets, katydids and cicadas (plus a few grasshoppers) in northeast Illinois and northwest Indiana. In DuPage County, Illinois, where research has been concentrated to date, 48 species in these groups have been found. Several other species may occur regionally but apparently are absent from DuPage. At least 3, and probably 4 species have expanded their ranges northward into the area in recent years to decades. Another species apparently has been expanding eastward. County-wide monitoring is identifying which species are abundant and generalist in their habitat range, which are rarer and more conservative.
Resources (websites):

Singing Insects of North America website: http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/walker/buzz/
Songs of Insects website: http://www.musicofnature.com/songsofinsects/index.html
Michigan cicada website: http://insects.ummz.lsa.umich.edu/fauna/Michigan_Cicadas/Michigan/Index.html
Carl Strang’s blog: http://natureinquiries.wordpress.com/
Resources (printed):

The Songs of Insects by Lang Elliott and Wil Hershberger (ISBN-10: 0-0618663976
ISBN-13: 978-0618663972). This excellent, inexpensive book contains a CD with recorded songs of the common species.
Singing Insects 2010. This somewhat large document is my summary of information about local singing insect species, updated annually. If you do not find it among the documents posted by Wild Things, you can get it for free via e-mail request to my above address.
